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DECLARATION OF GERALD J. VAN HANDEL 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.131 

Sir: 

Gerald J. Van Handel, inventor of the subject matter of the above-noted patent 
application, makes the following statements in support of patentability of the application: 

1 . I was awarded a Doctor of Philosophy degree in materials science from Marquette 
University and have worked in connection with the design and manufacture of 
numerous disposable products over many years; 

2. I understand from Counsel that the above-noted patent application has been 
rejected on the basis of prior art and that United States Patent No. 6,364,149 has 
been cited as prior art because it has a filing date of October 5, 1999 which is prior 
to the effective filing date of the above-noted patent application which, I 
understand, is July 20, 2001; 
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3. The above-noted patent application is directed to a container blank, including a 
shrink film layer adhered to a substrate adapted to shrink away from the substrate 
upon application of heat. Claim 1 of the application as filed is representative: 

1 . A container blank comprising: 

(a) at least one substrate layer made of disposable material; and 

(b) at least one film layer disposed over said at least one substrate layer 
and having at least one portion adapted to shrink away from said at 
least one substrate layer upon application of heat, said shrunk film 
layer portion being adapted to thermally insulate the substrate layer 
located substantially behind said shrunk film layer portion. 

4. I personally made and tested a container blank having the features recited in the 
above Claim 1 prior to October 5, 1999, wherein the film layer consisted of a 
single shrink film layer secured to paperboard by way of heat sealing; 

5 . Attached hereto, as page A 1 , is a redacted copy of a Laboratory Notebook page I 
prepared prior to October 5, 1999 describing in detail the concept of the container 
blank of the above-noted patent application; 

6. Attached hereto, as page A2, is a redacted copy of another Laboratory Notebook 
page I also prepared prior to October 5, 1999 describing the preparation and 
testing of the container blank of the above-noted patent application; 

7. It is seen from the notes on pages Al and A2 that a paperboard/shrink film 
container blank as described in the above-noted patent application was actually 
made and tested prior to October 5, 1999; 

8. I, the undersigned Declarant, declare further that all statements made herein of my 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief 
are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
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fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
subject application or any patent issuing thereon. 



.re- 
signed this i£_ day of March, 2008. 



Gerald J. Van Handel 
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WITNESSED ANv. 
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SIGNED 



